368       MEMOIRS OF MADAME JUNOT
Meanwhile we had reached Duroc's door, and were placed at a window. The parade had not yet commenced. The officers were silently promenading in the ranks of their respective regiments, speaking occasionally, but only in a whisper, to a soldier or subaltern, when the carriage of a weapon or the position of a hat seemed to demand rectifying.
Junot, who knew the passionate enthusiasm of my patriotism, had warned me that I should be much excited; he kissed his hand to me in passing, and, smiling to see my handkerchief at my eyes, whispered to Duroc, when both again looked at me, and I observed that my emotion affected them.
A foreigner sat near me whose admiration of the scene before him was so profound and so worthy of the occasion that it struck me, and he wore a badge so singular that I could not resist the impulse of curiosity, and inquired the meaning of it. It was a batiste handkerchief of extraordinary whiteness, tied around his arm like the scarf of an aid-de-camp. <( It is a memorial of my Sovereign and of a glorious day, madame,^ answered he, and announced himself as Baron d'Ernsworth, the Swedish Minister. *
I introduced to him the parents of General Junot, to whom he was as polite as he could have been to the Montmorencies and the La Tremouilles of France; he was near fifty years of age, and of a fine figure, perhaps somewhat too much embonpoint for the elegance of the military costume which he wore. He spoke, with an expression which went to my heart, of the reputation of him whose name I bore. <( So young,>} said he, (< and already so famous; but with such a captain how can the lieutenants, though but children, be otherwise than worthy sons of their country!"
At this moment the First Consul stopped under our window, and said to a drummer of about sixteen or seventeen, <c So it was you, my brave boy, who beat the charge
*A revolution took place on the iSth of August, 1772. The partisans of Guiland adopted as a rallying sign a white handkerchief tied round the arm; and the King, after his final success, granted, as an honorary recompense to his faithful adherents, permission to wear for life a white handkerchief round the left arm, in commemoration of the service they had rendered to the Crown.repairs.d, who invariably attended the First Consule at the barritres^ worth two thousand francs.bed with the words;  '
